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Monday, March 12  |  4:00pm–6:00pm
Meet, mingle and see demos from the 
newest entrepreneurs working in civic 
innovation, urban tech and smart cities. 

WELCOME
The Cities Summit at SXSW is an opportunity for civic leaders and creative urbanists 
of all disciplines to join together to learn, strategize and form coalitions to transform 
the cities of tomorrow. Cities are shaped by the culture, creativity and values of all 
who reside in them. It’s through this lens that SXSW approaches cities: what roles do 
culture, design and innovation play in shaping the equitable, resilient and livable cities 
of the future? Our program centers around three concepts: Cities of Innovation, 
Cities as Narrative, and Cities for All. We hope the Summit fills you with inspiration 
and new perspectives on the promise of cities.

PROGRAM 
MONDAY, MARCH 12
THE EXPERIMENTALISTS: POLITICAL 
IMAGINATION & CREATIVITY  
9:30am–9:50am  
Ballroom CD 

BIOTECH & THE MEGACITY  
9:30am–10:30am 
Ballroom AB

THE NEW LOCALISM: REIMAGINING  
POWER IN A POPULIST AGE  
9:55am–10:40am  
Ballroom CD

REIMAGINING THE CIVIC COMMONS  
11:00am–12:00pm 
Ballroom CD

REDEFINING SANCTUARY CITIES  
11:00am–12:00pm 
Ballroom AB

RETHINKING RESILIENCE IN  
THE SMART CITY WORKSHOP * 
10:30am–12:00pm 
San Jacinto East

SENSEMAKING FOR CITIES:  
CONFLICT AND COMPLEXITY  
12:30pm–1:30pm 
Ballroom AB

IN SERVICE OF CLIMATE ACTION  
12:30pm–12:50pm 
Ballroom CD

AMPLIFYING YOUTH VOICES  
TO REDESIGN OPPORTUNITY  
12:55pm–1:40pm 
Ballroom CD

AI AND THE CITY MEET UP  
12:30pm–1:30pm 
San Jacinto East

*Capacity limited, RSVP through SXSW Go app.

THE CASE FOR CULTURE: ART &  
TECH IN UNESCO CREATIVE CITIES  
2:00pm–3:00pm 
Ballroom CD 

CITIES AS INCUBATORS  
FOR SUCCESSFUL AGING  
2:00pm–3:00pm 
Ballroom AB

HOW CITIES WILL DRIVE  
AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES  
3:30pm–4:30pm 
Ballroom AB

BRANDED CITIES: CAN WE  
AVOID AN URBAN DYSTOPIA?  
3:20pm–3:40pm  
Ballroom CD

SUPERHEROES AND THE CITY  
3:45pm–4:30pm 
Ballroom CD

FUTURE OF HUMAN NEEDS &  
SERVICES IN CITIES MEET UP   
3:30pm–4:30pm  
San Jacinto East 

INVASIVE SPIRITS:  
FERMENTATION IN THE CITY WILD  
4:50pm–5:10pm 
Ballroom CD

FOOD AS A PLATFORM FOR  
NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION  
5:15pm–6:00pm 
Ballroom CD

NYCX PROGRAM & ANNOUNCEMENT   
5:00pm–6:00pm 
Ballroom AB

TUESDAY, MAY 13 
THE HAPPIEST CITY ON EARTH  
9:30am–9:50am  
Ballroom CD 

INNOVATIVE CITIES  
AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE  
9:30am–10:30am 
Ballroom AB 

CHOREOGRAPHING THE CITY:  
POLICY AND PERFORMANCE  
9:55am–10:40am 
Ballroom CD 

DISRUPTING GLOBAL DISTRUST  
STARTS LOCAL — WITH YOU  
11:00am–12:00pm 
Ballroom AB 

DISMANTLING WITH DESIGN:  
CREATING EQUITABLE CITIES  
11:00am–11:20am 
Ballroom CD

BUILDING INCLUSIVE CITIES  
IN EMERGING MARKETS  
11:25am–12:10pm 
Ballroom CD

SMART CITIES EXPERIENCES,  
SOLUTIONS & PLANS MEET UP  
11:00am–12:00pm 
San Jacinto East

PLACE BY DESIGN:  
ART, TECH & INTERACTION  
12:30pm–1:30pm 
Ballroom CD

STARTUPS SELLING TO GOVERNMENT,  
AN IMPOSSIBLE FEAT?  
12:30pm–1:30pm 
Ballroom AB

*Capacity limited, RSVP through SXSW Go app.

WOMEN LED CITIES: CO-CREATING  
A FEMINIST CITY MEET UP  
12:30pm–1:30pm 
San Jacinto East

FROM PUBLISHING CITY DATA  
TO SOLVING PROBLEMS  
2:00pm–3:00pm 
Ballroom AB

SIGHTS, SMELLS AND SOUNDS  
OF THE FUTURE CITY  
2:00pm–2:20pm 
Ballroom CD

MUSIC URBANISM: WHAT DOES IT MEAN?  
2:25pm–3:10pm 
Ballroom CD

OVERHEAD TRANSIT:  
CABLE, HYPERLOOP, PRT & DRONES  
3:30pm–4:30pm 
Ballroom AB

DESIGNING FOR HEALTHIER,  
WEALTHIER CITIES WORKSHOP*  
3:30pm–5:30pm 
San Jacinto East

DETROIT: NOW IS THE TIME  
3:30pm–3:50pm 
Ballroom CD

WHAT HAPPENED TO OUR  
CHOCOLATE CITIES?  
3:55pm–4:40pm 
Ballroom CD

ECONOMIC GROWTH FOR EVERYBODY  
5:00pm–6:00pm 
Ballroom AB

CITY EVERYWHERE: A STORYTELLING TOUR 
THROUGH THE LANDSCAPE OF TECHNOLOGY  
5:00pm–6:00pm 
Ballroom CD 
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PLACE BY DESIGN: ART, TECH & INTERACTION
Presented by

Tuesday, March 13 at 12:30pm 
Place by Design is a fast-paced pitch competition featuring six finalists whose creative 
projects use art, technology and social interaction to transform everyday spaces into 
something meaningful.

EMCEE 
Katherine Darnstadt, Latent Design

JURORS 
Cezanne Charles, Creative Many / rootoftwo
Kim Cook, Burning Man 
Karen Minkel, Walton Family Foundation

Presented in partnership with the City of Austin’s Cultural Arts Division, the UNESCO 
Media Arts exhibition celebrates Austin’s designation as the only Creative City of 
Media Arts in the U.S. Experience these artworks at the Four Seasons:

EVENING EVENTS 
Cities Summit Opening Party at the EU House
Sunday, March 11  |  6:00pm–8:00pm 
Palm Door on 6th, 508 E. 6th St.

HappyHourLab with Citylab: Urbanists After Dark
Presented by Kresge Foundation
Monday, March 12  |  6:00pm–8:00pm 
Four Seasons Patio

Cities Summit Closing Party at New Dutch Wave
Tuesday, March 13  |  6:30pm–8:30pm 
Waller Ballroom, 700 E. 6th St.

FINALISTS 
1. Adressaparken
Adressaparken is a multi-
use playspace with activities 
based on technology, media 
and art. 

2. DRYVER
Dryver is a mobile drinking 
fountain robot that produces 
water from air, reflecting the 
absurdity of bottled water. 

3. LuminoCITY
LuminoCITY x STEREOBOT 
is an urban, immersive art 
activation network linking 
together districts in Detroit.

4. The Hangout
The Hangout is an interactive 
installation that sparks social 
interaction through play using 
sight, sound, and touch.

5. Public Recreation
Public Rec is building fitness 
into the fabric of cities, starting 
with a new type of gym. 

6. SPACEBUSTER:  
We Like America
Featuring SPACEBUSTER, a 
mobile urban activator, We Like 
America explores facets of The 
American Dream by instigating 
nomadic and transitory spaces.
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UNESCO MEDIA ARTS EXHIBITION

Forgotten Landscapes  
James Hughes and Ha Na Lee

Gathering  
Lisa Woods

Herstory  
Yuliya Lanina

Passage (Variation)  
Luke Savisky 

CITIES + MENTORS
Monday & Tuesday  |  9:30am–1:45pm
Stone’s Crossing
Meet and learn from a global array of city leaders 
in 15 minute, one on one meetings. RSVP through 
the SXSW Go app, limited walk up spots available. 
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CITIES SUMMIT STAFF 
Ron Reed, Director of SXSW Emerging Events
Julie Yost, Producer & Programmer
Val Link, Business Development 
Ari Roth, Marketing
Leah Hollingshead, Program Admin 
Justin Smith, Account Coordinator

Special thanks to advisors George Abbott, Melissa Barry, Carol Coletta, Adam Green, 
Zev Kruger, Susan Lambe, Sly Majid, Miriam Roure, Archna Sahay, Shain Shapiro, and 
all of our speakers, partners and participants.

Contact us at citiessummit@sxsw.com

SPONSORS 
Thanks to our sponsors, who are working to make cities more innovative, equitable and creative.

  

Presenting Sponsors 

 

And special thanks to our Media Partner 

AROUND THE CITY
Experience Downtown Like a Local
Discover the exciting growth of our young city on an interactive tour of transformative 
downtown projects. Led by the Downtown Austin Alliance and Public City, with local 
and global experts. Coffee and breakfast taco included. Meet on the Four Seasons 
Lawn at 7:30am.

More info at downtownaustin.com

Garden City Mega City
An exhibition highlighting sixteen built and unbuilt projects that put forward a 
sustainable vision for how cities should evolve in the 21st century.

Austin Central Library  
710 W. Cesar Chavez St.

ICON 3D < > New Story
The first up-to-code 3D printed home in the USA. Take the guided tour,  

March 13 & March 14, 3:00pm–3:30pm.

108 Chicon St. 

Shadowing
A public art installation that captures and projects shadows of passersby. 

On view near 11th Street and Navasota,  
and South Congress and Monroe streets.

SPACEBUSTER: We Like America 
See the Place by Design Finalist transform a parking lot into an impromptu community 
zone featuring programming & participatory events from March 10–12.

503 E. Cesar Chavez St. 

Wander ATX
Wander is a public art project that leads you on a literary adventure in downtown 

Austin. It begins at the red beacon outside the Austin Central Library. 

710 W. Cesar Chavez St.

Garden City Mega City ICON 3D < > New Story




